But, without exception, all the contributions are well presented and of a high standard. The book is well indexed and by modern standards modestly priced for the wealth of information it contains. It is an essential addition to the library of those who wish to keep up with the rapid advances in medicine.
The topics covered are the natural history of hepatitis B virus infection; impact of molecular biology; recent advances in the understanding of pain mechanisms; advances in the management of chronic pain; clinical nuclear magnetic resonance imaging; dementia; drug dependence; disorders of sexual differentiation; alcoholic liver disease; new electrical therapies for tachycardia control; multiple sclerosis; medical management of pituitary tumours; recent advances in critical care medicine; the haemoglobinopathies; antenatal and neonatal screening procedures; antibacterial, antifungal and antiviral chemotherapy; asthma. Intrahepatic cholelithiasis is a serious and often fatal illness, rare in the West but posing a major health problem in East Asia. Appropriately, this comprehensive (and in general, well written and readable) review, emanates largely from centres in the far East. The stones consist almost entirely of bile pigment and so an excellent account of epidemiological aspects is followed by two up-to-date reviews of the metabolism and physical chemistry of bilirubin, which are of more general interest as they also relate to the gallbladder pigment stones common in the West. A separate chapter details the importance of bacterial a? glucouronidase in pigment stone pathogenesis, demonstrated by the Japanese workers in the 1960s. The ensuing descriptions of the pathology, bacteriology and radiology of intrahepatic calculi (IHC) consist of detailed analyses of large personal series. All are generously illustrated with examples and their wealth of detail should prove valuable sources of reference. The central importance of ultrasonography, both in initial diagnosis and in guiding direct cholangiography, is well emphasized. The difficulties in treating IHC are amply demonstrated by the many approaches detailed in the book. An approach to medical dissolution of pigment stones is described but clinical experience is still limited. Conventional surgical management of IHC is fully discussed, as is the important role of the choledochoscope in stone localization and extraction. Finally there is an account of laser disintegration of stones, again via the choledochoscopea possible approach for the future. This is not a book for the generalist, but an excellent 'state of the art' review which should prove invaluable for those who have to deal with this unpleasant condition.
DERMOT Nuclear medicine procedures reflect physiological handling of radioactive substances in the body, and their interpretation requires a knowledge of the functional state of the organ or system concerned. As a result, patterns emerge which usually have more than one interpretation. In this book the authors have described for each system of the body the various patterns that may occur and have listed the common and less common differential diagnosis. There are no illustrations. What makes this book particularly useful is that each diagnosis has at least one reference. The list of references at the end of each chapter are extensive, amounting to 300 or more in some cases. They are complete up to mid-1983, but omit some very recent techniques such as technetium-thallium subtraction imaging for parathyroid adenoma.
This book will be useful in departments of nuclear medicine or radiology where nuclear medicine procedures are being reported daily. It will also act as a useful starting point when writing papers on established and new nuclear medicine procedures. This book provides an introduction to in vivo diagnostic uses of radioactive tracers, covering most clinical applications. The aim is to help radiologists and physicians who are not full-time specialists in nuclear medicine to understand the methodology and interpret the results of various procedures which the author has found satisfactory.
Each of the eleven chapters includes a section on radiopharmaceuticals, followed by a brief description of the techniques employed and a section on clinical diagnosis. There are no references in the text, even against the tables showing the results of absorbed dose estimations. There is, however, a Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 78 September 1985 793 list of suggestions for further reading at the end of each chapter.
The author makes the stated assumption that the reader will be familiar with the relevant aspects of basic sciences fundamental to nuclear medicine, and there is consequently very little treatment of these subjects or even of instrumentation. These omissions may limit the number of people who will benefit by reading the text.
The book has been printed in an unusual format, with the margins taking up almost half of the width of each page. The images are of poor quality: some are very small and some are not easy to understand; a few arrows would have helped interpretation. However, at a time when interdisciplinary teamwork is becoming essential in the development of any medical specialty, the author should be congratulated for his courage and effort in producing this volume. Topics such as arterial hypertension and ischaemic heart disease were chosen for their epidemiologic dimensions and the impact of changing concepts; the other topics chosen were new trends in surgery, drugs in cardiology and the use of new techniques. In all there are 45 short papers written by a distinguished group of international experts who contributed to the course. Short papers presenting abstracts inevitably limit the extent to which the reader may gain insight into the subject matter. References and bibliographies are included and are of help, though some papers contain neither. However, the book could serve for some as an easy introduction to the complexity of some unresolved questions in the cardiovascular field. 
